THE QUTCOME 1§ GRIMM_. BUT FUMI

Use this exciting activity, inspired by elements of the fairy tale Snow White,

to step into role and creatively solve a mystery!

Materials Needed: Cards with images and text (found on the next page)

1.

Step in role as the Mirror. Tell students that

they're all going to engage in a classic whodunit
mystery—and it's gonna be a scream! Tell them

that you're going to reconstruct the scene of the
crime, inspired by Snow White, and give the Grimm
ending a comedic twist.

. First, offer students a setup: “It’s lunch period,

around 12:15 pm, and over the lunchtime hustle
and bustle, a scream echoes from the science lab.
Moments later, Mr. Grimmsby, a curmudgeonly
old science teacher, stomps down the hallway
and shouts, ‘My lab has been robbed! My Bunsen
burners and beakers, funnels, goggles, stirring rods
and every formaldehyde-soaked froggy ripe for
dissection have been pilfered! But the robbers
were sloppy. They left clues...and I'm going to use
them get to the bottom of this!’ tems found at
the scene of the crime, which could lead us all to
the robber, were a corset, a comb and an apple!
Because nobody knows who committed the
robbery, everyone in the room is a suspect.”

. Place students into three groups, assigning each

group a “suspect character,” each one representing
the items left at the crime scene. Hand each group
a card with an image of their corresponding item
(corset, comb or apple) on one side and their name,
a smattering of clues, possible motives and alibis to
help them discuss the crime on the other side.

. Still in role as the Mirror, guide each group through

a deeper discussion about their characters, and
imagine, given their status and experience with

Mr. Grimmsby, how they would reconstruct the
day of the crime, moment by moment, and prove
that they are innocent. Ask questions like: How

did you know the victim? Given your past with
Grimmsby, what emotions do you feel knowing he
was robbed? Where were you before and after the
robbery? Give groups time to plot out their version
of the fateful day.
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Words to Know:

Being in role means a person is fully embodying
and portraying a character, maintaining the
character’s perspective and behavior throughout
an activity or exercise.
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5. Next, let students know that they’re going to create
a short theater piece that uses dialogue, dance
and music to recreate the day of the robbery,
ending in a musical number focused solely on their
alibi—they've gotta sell it! Everyone in each group
must have an active role (acting in character, being
observers/bystanders, narrators, directors, or even
“props” or creating sound effects).

6. Invite groups to perform their reenactments. After
each group (or suspect) has said (or sung) their
piece, hold a brief “whodunit” moment—during
which each group has 30 seconds to choose the
real suspect. Still in role as the Mirror, based on
information gathered from their performances, it’s

your job to decide who the real robber is!
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What was interesting or challenging about
this activity?

Reflection Questions:

How did your group come up with your
reenactment of the robbery?

What clues helped you form your group’s
theory about the robbery?
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| SUSFECT 7: THE COR}H— Your group represents Corsetta Costly, and you're an ?6

| ex-student of Mr. Grimmsby. |

| Your opinion of Mr. Grimmsby: You think he is a

| curmudgeon, and you disliked the culture of your class
because he assigned too much homework. You got an

| “incomplete” in his class, which enrages you, and you

| blame Mr. Grimmsby for not being a more prepared

| student. You're glad he was robbed!

Your alibi: When you heard his scream, you were in the
computer lab doing homework.
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- SUSPECT 2 THE COM %
| |
| Your group represents Caroline Combs, and you were a |
student of Mr. Grimmsby’s just last semester.
d f Mr. Gri by’s just |
| |
our opinion of Mr. Grimmsby: He is a polite old man.
Y ini f Mr. Gri by: He i lite old
| He may not have been very friendly. At times he even |
| gave you the brush. But you never had any problem |
with him.
| Your alibi: When you heard his scream, you were |
| washing your hands in the bathroom. |
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SUSFECT 3 THE AFH.E Your group represents Bobby Apple, and you're a
| fellow teacher at the school.
| \\ / Your opinion of Mr. Grimmsby: To your knowledge, |
| Mr. Grimmsby is a very serious person and not easy to |
get along with. The last time you talked to him in the
| teachers’ lounge, he told you he knew you were at risk |
| of being fired from your job. Why? Because he wasn't |
your biggest fan.
| |
Your alibi: When you heard his scream, you felt...
| relieved. |
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