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CON1f X110 CONSIDf R 
Aanika's Elephants is a collaboration between Feisty Elephant Productions, Little Shadow 

Productions and Pam Arciero Productions. 

Feisty Elephant Productions 
Feisty Elephant is the production company started by Annie Evans. Her plays have been produced around the 

world, and she has written for many children's TV programs, most notably Sesame Street, for which she has 

received 13 Emmy Awards. She wrote on the U.S. version of the show for 22 years, story-edited other versions 

in Bangladesh, India and Indonesia, and led writing workshops in Mexico, Northern Ireland and South Africa. 

Little Shadow Productions 
From their original play Zwerge to the short film Adventures of Liverwurst Girl, puppets large and small are in 

Little Shadow Productions' DNA. Helmed by producer Jean Marie Keevins, Little Shadow aims to shine a light 

on meaningful stories and the people who tell them. 

Pam Arciero Productions 
When she's not wearing the director's hat for Aanika's Elephants, Pam Arceiro is also co-producing the show! 

Pam serves as the Artistic Director of the National Puppetry Conference at the O'Neill Theater Center and has 

been a principal puppeteer on Sesame Street for more than 30 years, performing numerous characters, most 

notably the trash- and Oscar the Grouch-loving Grundgetta Grouch. 

Finding Sanctuary 
Illegal poaching in Africa kills over 20,000 elephants per year due to demand for their ivory tusks. This poaching, along 

with man-made wells, drought and general human disruption, leaves many elephant calves abandoned and without 

family. Sanctuaries serve to rescue, rehabilitate and, ultimately, release these orphaned elephants back into the wild to 

help maintain the survival of this endangered population. These sanctuaries not only provide food, water and space to 

help young animals, but also promote community awareness, provide veterinary care and advocate for animal rights. 

There are many elephant sanctuaries throughout the world, namely throughout Africa and Southeast Asia, but there are 

even two in the United States! Aanika's Elephants was inspired by elephant sanctuaries in Kenya when the playwright 

studied the animal in Tsavo East and Tsavo West National Park. 
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Aanika's Elephants: A Synopsis  

Eventually, Aanika and Little stumble upon a small herd of elephants that Aanika immediately recognizes as 
Little's relatives. The pair join the elephants, even though the Matriarch of the herd, whom Aanika names 

Hapendi Mimi, does not like Aanika and forces her to trail behind. However, when Aanika rescues the herd's 
baby elephant from a pool of mud, Hapendi Mimi finally accepts her, letting Aanika be a part of this new 

family. 

As Aanika joins this new family, she fears the ivory-seeking poachers even more, especially since Mimi and 

the other elephants have long, beautiful tusks. She frequently calls out to her departed papa and mama, 
seeking advice on what to do. Aanika decides she will try to contact Ms. Mutembi at the sanctuary to get 
help by leaving a written message. Ms. Mutembi receives her note, and enlists the Warden to help her find 

Aanika. 

Unfortunately, on Aanika's way back to the herd, she encounters an evil-spirited poacher with a gun in hand. 
In the climax of the show, the elephants burst onto the scene, and without compassion for the animals, the 
poacher fires his gun and shoots Little in the leg. At the same time, Ms. Mutembi and the Warden discover 

Aanika and Little and return them quickly to the sanctuary to treat Little's wound. Thankfully, Little survives 
the gunshot, and her leg is able to completely recover over time. Back home again, Ms. Mutembi, Aanika and 

Little live as a family once more. 

Words to Know: 

Janu: Hindi name for soul or life force 

Asante sana:* Swahili for "thank you very much" 

Sanctuary: a place of refuge or safety; 
a nature reserve 

The bush: a large, undeveloped area with 
natural plants and wildlife, typically in Africa and 
Australia 

*While this word does not appear in the synopsis, 
it is spoken aloud in Aanika's Elephants. 
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Be a part of your kid's 

viewing experience! 

Ask 
Ask your kid BEFORE they see the show: 

What do you know about elephants or puppetry? 

Watch��>> 
Now, watch the trailer for Aanika's Elephants. 

Then, utilize the next page to engage even more! 
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Ask your kid AFTER they see the show: 

What emotions, big or small, did you feel 
while watching the show? 

Engage 
Visit New Victory Arts Break to bring exciting 

art-making experiences into your home! 
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https://www.newvictory.org/tickets-and-events/2324-live-performance-aanikas-elephants/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6KWvBhAREiwAFPZM7qrl2J4cXyAYEEZrz5b2jf5-RDWilJb-NHkEo-iAkWZvEOFApB_fQBoCNJoQAvD_BwE




















https://www.littleshadowproductions.com/
https://elephantconservation.org/about-elephants/25-things-to-know/
https://www.reteti.org/
https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRabJlCk_hQ
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/elephants
https://www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/stopping-elephant-ivory-demand







